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Executive Director’s Report

Program Management
· We have submitted a revised work plan and budget for the Cancer Services Program to reflect reduced funding amounts, and are awaiting approval.
· The revised work plan and budget for the Rural Health Network Development Program (RHNDP) that were submitted earlier this year to reflect reduced funding amounts were approved and contract documents amended. 
· We have been advised that the Request for Applications for the next competitive round of the RHNDP will be delayed, as follows:
In December for a July 1 contract start date OR in April, for an October 1 start date.
This delay necessitates an extension of the current contract term, of either three months to June 30, 2018 OR of six months, to September 30, 2018.  If a 3 month extension, a maximum of 25% of the 2017-2018 contract amount will be made available; if a 6 month extension, a maximum of 50% of the 2017-2018 contract amount will be made available. (none of this is as funny as it sounds)
· On September 26, 2017, NYSOFA circulated a Request for Applications for 6 months of “base” NYConnects funding for the period of October 1, 2017 through March 31, 2018.  We have three weeks to prepare and submit our budget to OFA. 
· We have submitted contract renewal documents for the 5th and final year of the Navigator Program, starting October 1, 2017. 

Personnel Management
· On August 18th, we celebrated Karen dePeyster’s 15th anniversary at the Consortium!!
· Madeline Ping was hired as the Youth Engagement Coordinator within the Tobacco Control Program.  Her first day of work was August 28th.
· On September 8th, we celebrated Susan Ortabas’ retirement.  We will see her again!
· Rifat Sharmin was hired as the Program Assistant/Receptionist.  Her first day of work was Monday, September 25th.
· Jordyn Wartts has been hired as the Public Education and Outreach Coordinator in the Cancer Services Program.  Her first day of work will be October 12th. 
· We are currently seeking a full-time Office Manager.  Interviews will begin the week of October 2nd.
Policy, Strategy and Program Planning
· We continue to keep a careful watch on national health care policy initiatives.  Please look for the next For Your Health column in the 10/17 edition of the Register Star on the relationship between the opioid epidemic, labor shortages and the economy.  
· I have been meeting once every two weeks with the “Steering Committee” of the Opioid Epidemic Response Committee, which has, among other things, planned four forums to occur from August through October at various locations in Columbia County, as well as nurtured the process of developing a recovery helpline.
Board and Community Relations
· On June 8th, we attended the Greene County Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Recognition Event in Windham. 
· On June 15th, I attended the NYSHealth Foundation’s Reception in Albany, and the VIP Reception beforehand. 
· On June 27th, I participated in the next meeting of the Human Services Advisory Council assembled by Assemblymember Didi Barrett at the Omega Institute. 
· On Thursday, June 29th, I participated in a full-day strategic planning session with the NYSARH Board of Directors in Rochester, NY.
· On Friday, July 28th, I oversaw the PAS It On table at the Greene County Youth Fair.
· On Tuesday, August 1st, I attended the Governor’s Announcement at Hudson Hall regarding the Downtown Revitalization Initiative
· On Friday, August 10th, I attended the first of the County’s Opioid Forums in Hudson.
· On Monday, August 21st, I participated in interviews and the selection of a candidate for the position of Program Coordinator with the Mentor Foundation. 
· On Tuesday, August 22nd, I welcomed representatives from Better Health for Northeastern NY (BHHNY) at the Consortium’s offices for a discussion about transportation
· On Friday, August 25th, I participated in a meeting of the Committee Chairs of Assemblymember Didi Barrett’s Human Services Advisory Council
· On Saturday, September 2nd, I attended the Alliance for Positive Health’s Annual Garden Party in Claverack.  Board members Robin Andrews, Jeff Rovitz and Sarah Sterling were also in attendance.
· On Thursday, September 7th, I presented to a number of stakeholders in Madison County about the transportation program
· On Thursday, September 14th and Friday, September 15th, I attended the annual conference of the New York State Association for Rural Health (NYSARH) at Mohonk Mountain House in New Paltz. 
· On Monday, September 18th, Robin Andrews and I met with Bob Gibson to conduct a new board member orientation. 
· On Tuesday, September 26th, I attended the third of the County’s Opioid Forums in Copake.
· On Thursday, September 28th, I attended the PAS It On panel discussion and screening event in Greeneville. 

Upcoming Events

· On Thursday, October 12th, I will attend the fourth of the County’s Opioid Forums in Germantown.
· On Tuesday, October 17th, John Ray and I will attend the breakfast briefing on Paid Family Leave by Bond, Schoeneck and King in Albany. Spot available to other member. 
· On Thursday, October 26th, we will have a site visit (audit) from our Tobacco Contract Manager 
· On Wednesday, November 1st, I will be attending the Community Advisory Committee meeting to the NYSHealth Foundation in NYC. 
